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unite in vindicating the rights of the society under its charter
infringed in the violation of Mr. Anderson’s rights as a Licentiate, and
to use its influence with other guilds to unite in this defence of
common rights.

2. That a report of the meeting be sent to the medical papers.
The meeting adjourned until to-day (Friday) at 6 P.M.

ROYAL COLLEGE OF SURGEONS OF
ENGLAND.

AN ordinary meeting of the Council was held on the

14th inst., the President, Mr. CHRISTOPHER HEATH, being in
the chair.
Mr. Harold J. Stiles was introduced and the President

handed him the Walker Prize, and Dr. A. A. Kanthack was
presented with the Jacksonian Prize.
A letter was read from Dr. J. S. Edkins, with a memorial

signed by various professors and lecturers on physiology in
the United Kingdom, requesting that certain alterations be
made in the present examination in physiology for the

Fellowship. It was resolved that Dr. Edkins should be
informed that as the subject of physiology at that examina-
tion had been very fully considered so lately as eighteen
months ago the Council did not see their way to reopen the
question.

It was resolved that the annual meeting of, Fellows of the
College for the election of members of the Council should be
held at the College on Thursday, July 2nd next, at 130
o’clock P.M. precisely, and that the meeting of the Fellows
should be held on the same day at 5 o’clock P.M.
Mr. TWEEDY moved: " That a poll of the Fellows be taken

respecting the motion passed at the general meeting of
Fellows on the 2nd of January in favour of giving to the
Members of the College direct representation upon the
Council, and that a committee be appointed to prepare for
the approval of the Council an elucidatory statement of the
subject in question, together with the interrogatories which
shall be submitted to the Fellows."-The resolution was
carried and a committee was appointed.
A letter from Mr. W. G. Dickinson was read com-

municating a resolution adopted by the committee of the
Society of Members respecting the resolution adopted by
the Council on the subject of the representation of Members
on the Council. A letter was also read from Mr. H. P. Dunn
communicating a resolution adopted by the committee of
the Association of Fellows, expressing regret that the
Council had not adopted the resolution passed at the last
meeting of Fellows, and the hope that the whole body of
Fellows might be consulted on the subject. The receipt of
the letters was acknowledged.

Mr. RIVINGTOK moved : ’’ That the following resolution
carried at a previous meeting of the Council be rescinded-
viz. : ’ As the members of this Council represent the body
corporate of this Royal College, and consequently its
Members as well as its Fellows, it is the opinion of this
Council that no further representation of the Members is
desirable.’ "-The motion was not carried.

THE SOUDAN EXPEDITION.

THERE has been but little to record in connexion with this

expedition during the past week, nor does it seem likely that
anything of importance will occur until the advance takes
place. There appears to be little doubt that this may
eventually assume the shape of a combined but double move- ’,
ment from Wady Halfa and from Suakin. The Indian force
will reach Suakin in the course of another week, when the
Egyptian troops garrisoning that place will be free to join the
force operating in the Nile direction. We do not yet know
what will be the hospital arrangements for the Indian
contingent at Suakin. There will be a hospital-probably a
field hospital-on shore, and possibly one of the ships may
be utilised as a floating hospital, but we do not appre-
hend that (unless an outbreak of cholera should un-

happily occur among them) there will be any large
amount of sickness among the men of the Indian force, as
they are acclimatised and accustomed to field service. All

the transport arrangements have been completed for the
transfer of the Egyptian garrisons on the Red Sea on their
evacuating Suakin and Tokar when relieved by the Indian
troops. There was a rumour that the Xorth Staffordshire

Regiment was about to be recalled from Wady Halfa to Cairo,
but this appears to be quite unfounded. The regiment is
much more likely to move in a southward than a homeward
direction. In spite of the great heat (happily relieved at night
by a breeze), the discomfort of sandstorms, and the monotony
of the life, the troops are quite as healthy as could be expected.
The hospital arrangements at Akasheh and Wady Halfa are
described as very satisfactory. At Akasheh there is only
accommodation for 150 sick, but the health of the troops-
British and Egyptian-is, as we have said, good. An
invalided British officer from Akasheh was recently con-
veyed successfully from that station to the Citadel Hospital at
Cairo. The transport arrangements were excellent, and there
were ample supplies of ice and necessaries en route. There
are a great many rumours about the Dervish troops, but very
little is really known of their actual or intended movements
or as to the strength which can be brought into the field in
defence of Dongola. It is said that Ferkeh, an outpost camp
beyond Akasheh held by the Dervishes, has been evacuated ;
if so it will probably be occupied by the Egyptians. There
is a good deal of activity still displayed among the military
and War Office authorities at Cairo. The occurrence of an
outbreak of cholera at Alexandria with some cases at Cairo
is, of course, an unfortunate and embarrassing circumstance,
which engages, naturally, a good deal of anxious attention
on the part of the Egyptian Government and its sanitary
department; but there is no reason to suppose that it will

spread to posts along the Nile at a great distance from Egypt
and affect the expeditionary force there.

VITAL STATISTICS.

HEALTH OF ENGLISH TOWNS.

IN thirty-three of the largest English towns 6279 births
and 3830 deaths were registered during the week ending
May 16th. The annual rate of mortality in these towns,
which had been 18-4 and 18’5 per 1000 in the two

preceding weeks, declined again last week to 18-4. In
London the rate was 17’8 per 1000, while it averaged 18 8
in the thirty-two provincial towns. The lowest rates in
these towns were 11-7 in Brighton, 13-3 in Derby, 13’4
in West Ham, and 14-4 in Norwich and in Leicester ; the

highest rates were 21’2 in Liverpool, 22 in Salford,
23’0 in Sunderland, 26 0 in Plymouth, and 28-5 in Man-
chester. The 3830 deaths included 561 which were

referred to the principal zymotic diseases, against 641
and 622 in the two preceding weeks ; of these, 201 resulted
from measles, 183 from whooping-cough, 72 from diphtheria,
40 from scarlet fever, 34 from diarrhoea, 30 from "fever" "

(principally enteric), and not one from small-pox. No
fatal case of any of these diseases occurred either in

Brighton or in Preston ; in the other towns they caused the
lowest death-rates in Leicester, Derby, and Leeds ; and the
highest rates in Birkenhead, Croydon, Sunderland, and
Manchester. The greatest mortality from measles occurred
in Bristol, Portsmouth, Manchester, Sunderland, Birkenhead,
and Oldham ; from whooping-cough in West Ham, Hudders-
field, Halifax, Birmingham, and Swansea ; and from ’- fever 

"

in Birkenhead. The mortality from scarlet fever showed no
marked excess in any of the large towns. The 72 deaths
from diphtheria included 43 in London, 5 in West Ham,
4 in Liverpool, 3 in Cardiff, and 3 in Birmingham. One fatal
case of small-pox was registered in Cardiff, but not one in ar,y
other of the thirty-three large towns. There were 20 cases
of small-pox under treatment in the Metropolitan Asylum
Hospitals and in the Highgate Small-pox Hospital on Saturday
last, the 16th inst., against 16, 13, and 15 at the end ol
the three preceding weeks ; 6 new cases were admitted
during the week, against 8, 3, and 5 in the three

preceding weeks. The number of scarlet fever patients
in the Metropolitan Asylum Hospitals and in the
London Fever Hospital at the end of the week was.

2539, against 2534, 2523, and 2527 on the three pre-
ceding Saturdays; 293 new cases were admitted during
the week, against 236 and 238 in the two o preceding
weeks. The deaths referred to diseases of the respiratory

! organs in London, which had been 292 and 260 in the two


